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1: A teaching method in which the teacher and children read together from text that is visible to all.
2: A powerful way to support literacy learning in children.
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1. About Shared Reading
Reading instruction in the classroom uses various levels of teacher
support to help students become readers. When reading aloud, we
are reading to children. In shared reading, we are reading with
children. And of course, our end goal is reading by children as they
become independent readers.

Shared reading for beginning
readers occurs when someone
who is already a proficient
reader (the teacher) reads with
someone who is still learning
to read (the student).

The technique of shared reading in the classroom replicates the
experience of storybook reading, where the child sits on an adult’s
lap and listens or follows along as the adult reads aloud. In a
classroom with a group of children, shared reading is done with a
text format in which children can also see the print—using big
books, stories, or poems copied onto chart paper, or text reproduced and displayed on overhead
projector transparencies. The key is to have print large enough so that children can follow along.

Shared reading for beginning readers occurs when someone who is already a proficient reader (the
teacher) reads with someone who is still learning to read (the student).
Shared reading for more proficient readers allows the teacher to focus on comprehension and introduce
content area concepts, vocabulary, and advanced literacy skills.
The teacher’s role in shared reading is to: 1) choose appropriate material, 2) point to the text while
reading word-by-word for beginning readers, and line-by-line for more advanced readers, 3) read along
with the children to support all levels of readers, 4) read in a fluent and expressive manner, 5) select
explicit skills for direct instruction, and 6) observe the children’s responses and behaviors to inform
further teaching. The guiding principles for the
selection of texts are that they fit the instructional
purpose and that all children are able to see the
SHARED READING IS:
print and hear the discussions.
Teacher and students reading together
When all students can see the text
Providing different levels of support
The teacher modeling reading behaviors
Providing opportunities for various
instructional purposes
Discussing and clarifying how we
understand what is read

Using shared reading allows the teacher to engage
the students in the process of reading. Both
demonstration and practice in the use of strategies
and skills can be provided. Teaching that ranges
from an understanding of phonology and word
analysis to the use of comprehension strategies can
be accomplished using shared reading. Children
develop a sense of story and learn to predict not
only the story sequence but also the use of
language and the construction of text. Shared
reading allows children the opportunity to behave
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like readers. By this we mean they observe a good
reader and learn what good readers do when they
read. The children watch how a book is handled. They
see how the print is accessed. They hear the
conversations about strategies that can be used to gain
information from the text. Finally, they participate in the
discussion about what message the author is trying to
send.

USES OF SHARED READING
Develop an understanding of phonology and
word analysis
Demonstrate the process of reading
Use with individuals, small groups, or the
whole class
Model comprehension strategies

Planning is an important part of getting the full value
from a lesson using shared reading. The focus or
purpose of the lesson should be clear in the teacher’s
mind. The shared reading is introduced, providing the necessary support based on what the teacher
knows about the students. The teacher invites the students to join in and participate in the reading. The
text is discussed, and the story or sequence of the story is retold. An important aspect of shared reading
is in the discussions that accompany it. The teacher should also plan to reread the text several times and
for a variety of teaching purposes. Shared reading allows for support from the teacher as a model and
from other students in an appropriate learning experience. This shared model has also been found to
provide access to language structure for English language learners and children with special needs.
Shared reading is a teaching method with a wide variety of uses for both beginning and proficient
readers. Shared reading as a collaborative event
supports the classroom built on the philosophy of
VALUES OF SHARED
developing a community of learners. The classroom
READING
community is one in which we share our learning and
support the learning of one another. Shared reading
Provides the opportunity to model
fluent and expressive reading
helps us do both.
Provides students with the social
support of the group
Provides appropriate learning
experiences in content, concepts, and
skills
Provides access to English language
structure for English language learners
Supports oral language development
of learners with special needs
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2. Getting Started

Step 1

Identify an instructional purpose and choose a reading that
supports the objective.
For example, if the lesson is working on beginning sounds, a
shared reading of a poem that manipulates these sounds could
be used.
Note: Shared reading can be used in almost all stages of literacy
learning. Teachers who know what their students know can be
more strategic in their use of shared reading.
The Literacy Skills Checklist (see Page 131) is recommended as
one way to check children’s skill levels.
Possible Teaching Points for Shared Reading are provided (see
Page 139) to help guide the selection of instructional purpose.
Step 2

Arrange seating in such a way that each child can see the text.
Note: Young children using a big book or chart might sit on the
floor in front of an easel.
Older children are often more comfortable staying in their seats
and viewing the shared reading from an overhead projector.
Small group shared readings might be done at a table, using a
table easel.
Step 3

The teacher introduces the shared reading. This introduction
includes a conversation about the content of the story, the
vocabulary, and any concepts or skills that the teacher thinks will
make the shared reading more successful.
Note: Children can be expected to share their own ideas and
experiences. Their participation should be encouraged without
losing focus or the flow of the introduction.
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Step 4

The teacher and the children read the shared reading
together. With beginning readers, the teacher points
to each word as it is read.
With more proficient readers, the teacher might
point to each line of text as it is read.
The teacher should use a strong voice throughout
the reading. Remember to act as a model and read
with fluency and expression.
Note: With children who are just taking on the task of
reading, the teacher may choose to read aloud the
text first and ask the children to join in for the second
reading. Remember, many children rely on the
teacher’s voice as a source of support.
Step 5

Reread the shared reading. Remind the children to
read along.
Continue to point to each word or line of text. Use a
pointer so that you do not obstruct the text.
In a subsequent reading, a child might be asked to
act as the pointer.
Note: Children will join in at their own comfort level.
Some might mumble or only be comfortable enough
to watch. Participation will increase with each
subsequent reading.
Step 6

Have a discussion about the text. Talk about the
meaning of the text or the author’s intent.
Try to relate this story to other readings or classroom
activities.
Encourage the children to share personal
experiences that can add to their
enjoyment and aid their comprehension.
Note: Children should think of shared
reading as fun.
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Step 7

Make one or two teaching points. Too many teaching
points will usually cause confusion.
Return to the instructional purpose of the shared
reading and work with the children on the strategy or
skill that was selected.
Ask the children to identify parts of the shared
reading that illustrate a specific strategy or skill.
If a big book or chart paper is used, highlight the
word or word parts with Wikki Stix® or highlighter
tape. On the overhead projector, highlighting can be
done with an overhead marker.
Note: Each shared reading has the potential for
numerous teaching points. Different teaching points
can be targeted in each subsequent reading.
Revisiting the shared reading and the prior work done
is very useful.
Step 8

Select shared readings from various genres.
Big books, poems, songs, chants, letters, nonfiction
texts, recipes, and posters are good for shared
reading, and they help children think about reading
for different purposes.
Interactive writing and interactive editing tasks
completed by the children are particularly useful as
shared readings because of the connections that can
be made to their own work.
Note: Any piece of text that everyone can see can be
used as a shared reading.
Step 9

Revisit the shared readings.
Children enjoy rereading familiar material. This allows
them to demonstrate proficiency and relate the prior
readings to other works in progress.
Note: Reading fluently is more enjoyable than
struggling with new material. Reading something with
confidence is an important step in literacy learning.
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Step 10

Extend the shared reading to other activities.
The children should be encouraged to read shared
readings independently or in small groups.
Independent writing or interactive writing can be
assigned as a follow-up to a shared reading.
More proficient readers can extend a shared reading into
an interactive editing in which comprehension and the
construction of new text might be emphasized.
Note: The power of shared reading is enhanced by
opportunities to connect it to other elements in a
balanced literacy framework. See Appendix C (Page 150)
for examples of frameworks of classroom instruction for
various grade levels.
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